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Ag Excellence Alliance Forum & Awards

The Annual Ag Ex Forum will be held on Monday March 22", 2010 at the Arkaba Hotel on Glen
Osmond Rd. The day provides a rare opportunity for key people from the SA Grower Groups, NRM
bodies, and other agricultural stakeholders, to come together to share information and ideas, and
build networks.



http://www.agex.org.au/

As in the past all 14 Grower Groups affiliated with Ag Ex will be invited to provide a presentation of
their key activities and learnings over the past 12 months. Further details of the program will be
available early in the new year.

In conjunction with the Forum the Ag Excellence Grower Group Award winner/s will be announced.
All Grower Groups are welcome to nominate for the Award with eligibility criteria of;
» How Grower Groups participate in Ag Ex events and support Ag Ex objectives.
B How Grower Groups link and work with other groups across the region, state and
nationally.
B Demonstration of linkages with NRM Boards.
B Understanding of sustainable agriculture (triple bottom line — production /business,
environment, people).
B Successful engagement and involvement of young farmers and industry members in
activities and assisting with the development of youth.
B Success in promoting adoption of improved practices.
B Delivery of training and adoption of business risk strategies.
P Management of the Group's succession of volunteers and staff.

The Winning Grower Group/s will be required to make a formal presentation at the following year’s
Awards Dinner on how they utilised their Award.

Nominations close on Friday February 26™. Please forward an electronic version and hardcopy to
Ag Ex Admin officer, Lorraine Rice, at PO Box 15, Minlaton, 5575 and lorraine@agex.org.au

The 2009 joint winners were the Mallee Sustainable Farming Group and the Yorke Peninsula Alkaline
Soils Group who received $2000 each in prize money.

“Landcare Celebrates - 20 Years of Achievements and Future Challenges

The 2010 National Landcare Forum will be held at the Allan Scott Park, Morphettville on 23-24"
March with Field trips on the 25" March. For program and registration please go to;
http://www.nationallandcareforum.webls.info/

Seasonal Erosion Protection Reports

The Seasonal Erosion Protection reports for November 2009 for the Eyre Peninsula, Northern and
Yorke, SA Murray-Darling Basin and South East NRM Regions have now been uploaded onto the
Dept Water, Land and Biodiversity Conservation website at
http://www.dwlbc.sa.gov.au/land/monitoring/current _reports.html

These are twice yearly reports produced by the DWLBC Land Condition Monitoring Program based
on data from its field survey program in the agricultural cropping regions of SA.

For further information about the land condition monitoring program, please contact Giles Forward,
Senior Scientific Officer (Land Condition Monitoring), Science, Monitoring and Information Division,
DWLBC, Ph 08 8463 6835, 0428 102 747, or giles.forward@sa.gov.au

SPAA News

The SPAA committee met in late October and are now in the stages of reviewing its strategic plan to
set the directions for the organisation for the next two years. Our flagship newsletter was released
in mid November, and plans are already underway for the next issue. With harvest upon us, and the
weather providing a real challenge, it’s an opportunity for operational management to be
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implemented. Like all groups, funding proposals have been submitted, so fingers crossed we hear of
success.

SPAA has also been invited to participate in a number of meetings including; Manipulating soil
carbon and nutrient pools workshop, Mechanisation Automation Robotics and Remote Sensing
workshop and next year will participate in the GRDC Precision Agriculture Think Tank.

The October Header Workshops were well received, and we look forward to working with the
groups involved with Ag Ex in this project. The advanced training program is being organised for the
group facilitators which will assist in the planning and delivery of next seasons workshops for our
GRDC project scheduled in March.

However, the major activity everyone needs to know about is the annual Precision Ag EXPO, which
will be held at the Clare Sports Club on Thursday 18" February. The annual event is an opportunity
for all landholders and industry personnel to gain some practical knowledge in the use of PA
technologies. James Hassall (Nuffield scholar and farmer) will present on the future of PA in
Australian farming, and there will be a facilitated panellist session including Giuseppe Cuteri, and
local PA users. We also have lan Delmenico from CropRite talking about EM mapping (soil surveys)
and Ben Jones on pre-seeding N application plus lots more. Details are available from the SPAA
website www.spaa.com.au and registration forms will be emailed shortly.

Partners In Grain “Understanding Biotechnology”
PinG is working with the Molecular Plant Breeding CRC to bring two “Understanding Biotechnology”
workshops to South Australia. The first on February 23" will be held at Cleve at the Hotel, and the
other at Naracoorte at the Settlers Café on February 25™. Contact Kim Blenkiron for more details
0427 592 243.

Mallee Sustainable Farming News

MSF will be running Integrated Weed Management workshops across the SA Mallee early next year
thanks to some funding that MSF received under the 2009-2010 State NRM Community Grants
program. These workshops form part of a bigger GRDC project related to Integrated Weed
Management. Stay tuned for dates and locations related to these workshops.

Other funding that MSF received as part of the 2009-2010 State NRM Community Grants program is
a project on ‘Adoption and Management of Grazed Cereals to Reduce Wind Erosion’. The Rural
Solutions team at Murray Bridge will be the primary coordinators and contacts for this project.

MSF have also received funding under the Woolies Sustainable Farming Grants to undertake studies
into ‘Improved and Sustainable Weed Control in Mallee No-Till Farming Systems’.

MSF will be conducting workshops throughout next year related to ‘Training and Demonstration in
PA Practice’ thanks to funding received from the Southern Precision Agriculture Association via the
2009-10 GRDC Investment Plan. Stay tuned for dates and locations related to these workshops

Harvest is going well despite the uncertainty that occurred last month in terms of the warm weather
that was experienced and continues for most thanks to the untimely rain that has been received
across all parts of the Mallee, although patchy with some areas receiving more rain than others.
Luck has been on most peoples’ sides with little grain showing signs of being shot due to variety and
cool windy weather. Again this varies across the region. Generally people have been pleased with
this years harvest results and rightly so considering the past few years have been quite harsh on
grain growers all round. Hopefully this year is a sign of a few good years.
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Churchill Fellowships
The Churchill Trust was established in 1965 to honour the memory of Sir Winston Churchill by
awarding overseas research Fellowships known as 'Churchill Fellowships'. Since its inception The
Churchill Trust has awarded Churchill Fellowships to over 3,300 Australians who, like Churchill, are
innovative, filled with a spirit of determination and possess a strong desire to benefit their
community.

Churchill Fellowships allow you to design your own research project, travel the world and further
your knowledge in your chosen field, before returning to make a real contribution to Australian
society.

Applications close on Friday 26" February 2010, with the announcement of winners in July 2010.

Farm Innovation in the Broadacre & Dairy Industries - new ABARE report

ABARE has released a new report representing preliminary results from their farm innovation survey
obtained from broadacre and dairy farmers on the extent of innovation adoption during 2006-07
and 2007-08.

The broad list of innovative activities includes product changes, new management practices, natural
resource management initiatives, the introduction of new cropping equipment and machinery, and
marketing of farm products.

The report allows identification of the characteristics of those farms that made innovative changes
over the surveyed period and can be downloaded from
www.abare.gov.au/publications html/crops/crops 09/Farminnovation.pdf

DWLBC 2009 “Our Changing Environment: Outcomes and Lessons from
Investment in South Australia's Natural Resources 2001-2008”

This report by the Department of Water, Land & Biodiversity Conservation n in South Australia
features 43 projects under 5 themes: Water. Land, Biodiversity, People and Tools. It is available at
www.nrm.sa.gov.au/Reports Plans Documents/Our Changing Environment.aspx or for a hardcopy
of the executive summary email sarah.willmott@sa.gov.au

Call for Climate Champions

Managing Climate Variability R & D Program is seeking to better communicate its research and
involve farmers in every step of the research process.

Up to 15 grains, sugar, grape, cotton, dairy, beef and sheep farmers from across Australia will be
selected to be 'Climate Champions' and supported through training and resource Kkits.

As a Climate Champion, farmers will benefit from having access to the latest weather forecasting
tools and also share experiences with other progressive farmers who are adapting to our
increasingly variable climate. Opportunities will include;
review research outputs and tools relevant to your location and farming system
present information about climate research activities to your industry networks
showcase the practices and farming systems you use to manage climate variability
speak to the media about relevant research outcomes
participate in and lead online discussions with other farmers
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"Farmers are great observers," says Managing Climate Variability Chair lan McLelland. "They
understand the full effects of drought, and have learnt to use water efficiently. By nominating for
'Climate Champions' they can share their experiences more broadly, and we'll all be better off."

Farmers interested in nominating to become a Climate Champion should complete a short form at
www.climatechampions.net.au or call Econnect Communication Ph. 07 3846 7111 for a hard copy
form. Closing date is 14 January 2010.

CLIMATE CHANGE RESEARCH PROGRAM FUNDING

Expressions of Interest for projects establishing or expanding research demonstration sites are
invited for funding in 2009-10. Deadline for Expressions of Interest 5.00pm, 5 February 2010

The Climate Change Research Program (CCRP) currently funds research into soil carbon, methane
and nitrous oxide emissions and climate change adaptation technologies that improve productivity
and increase the sustainability of the agricultural sector over the long term.

Demonstration of research on farms or by food processors is important in encouraging the adoption
of new practices. Projects submitted for funding under the CCRP should demonstrate the latest
technology developments, backed by clear, reliable scientific research delivered from a trusted
source.

Expressions of Interest for demonstration projects should focus on actions to lower farm and food
processor greenhouse gas emissions and increase productivity. Projects should also incorporate
actions to increase the ability to adapt to future climate change.

Research demonstration sites should bring together the best farming or food processor
management practices to illustrate the impacts on productivity and emissions across the whole
enterprise.

Collaborative projects involving farmers, food processors, agribusinesses, regional groups and
scientists and with multiple activities are strongly encouraged
http://www.daff.gov.au/climatechange/australias-farming-future/climate-change-and-productivity-
research/climate change research program funding

Diary Dates

February
15 - 18" SheepConnect Focus Farm Field days on EP - Elbow Hill, Buckleboo, Lock,

Kimba, Poochera, Ceduna, contact Mary Crawford 8683 3414
18* SPAA Precision Ag Expo at the Clare Sports Club
18 - 19" International Cleanskin Sheep Symposium, Wayville, contact 8210 5231
22 SheepConnect Evergraze Field Day, Kl, contact Tim Prance 8552 8058
23" Understanding Biotechnology Workshop hosted by PinG at Cleve Hotel
23 SheepConnect Evergraze Field Day, Fleurieau, contact Tim Prance
24t SheepConnect Evergraze Perennials Forum, Penola, Nick Edwards 8762 9184
25" Understanding Biotechnology Workshop hosted by PinG at Naracoorte
26" SANTFA Conference at AAMI| Stadium, Adelaide
26" Closing date for Nominations for the Ag Excellence Grower Group Award

March
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2 SheepConnect USE Women In Livestock “Financial & Climate Resilience”,
Keith, contact Tiffany Munro 8755 3166

3 -4" GRDC Advisor Update, Adelaide

12 T & R Pastoral / Sheep CRC Lamb Forum & Lamb Finishing Code of Practice
Consultation Workshop, Murray Bridge

15 - 26" Annual Upper Eyre Harvest Report Farmer Meetings with EPARF

22™ Ag Ex Alliance Annual Forum & Awards Dinner

23 - 25" National Landcare Forum

29 - 31¢ EPARF Focus Site Meetings @ Minnipa, Mudamuckla & Wharminda

July

27" Hart Winter Walk

28" EPARF Member’s Field Day @ Minnipa Research Centre (TBC)

August

10 - 12" EP Field Days @ Cleve

16 & 17 Advisory Board of Agriculture AGM in the Upper North region

September

15" Minnipa Ag Centre Annual Field Day

21 Hart Field Day

October

21 Hart Spring Twilight Walk

The next Ag Ex e-news is planned for late February, so if your group has an activity
to report or a diary date, please email Heather Baldock as per details below.

AEA Contacts & Committee
www.agex.org.au

Chair — Mick Faulkner, 0428 857 378, faulkner@sa.chariot.net.au

Vice Chair - Bill Long, bill@agconsulting.com.au

Committee; Mark Stanley, Leighton Pearce, Sharon Honner, Jeanette Long, Deb Baum, Mark
Pedlar, Jen Lillecrapp, Kieran Wauchope, Nigel Wilhelm,

Project Manager - Heather Baldock, 08 8627 4056, 0428 101 416, heather.agex@bigpond.com
Admin Officer - Lorraine Rice, 08 8853 2269, lorraine@agex.org.au

Ag Ex Sustainable Ag Officer in the NY NRM Region - Michael Richards, 0427 547 052,
michael.nynrm@internode.on.net
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